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THE 


CRISIS. 


^d&jCfeLHE Voice of the People has 
w )< 3©P'S§P been d.iftinflly heard, not in rude Clamours, 
fflga T not * n calumnious Inveftives —- not in 
2Ss&sS§fe*8iSe outragious Declamations, but in the fober 
Strains of Reafon and Argument, againft 
this pernicious, this deteftable Scheme of extending the 
Ex—fe. 


How unhappy is it that thofe who have had the Direc¬ 
tion of this Affair, have hitherto like the deaf Adder, 
flopped their Ears againft every Charm, by which Wifdom 
and Liberty would have commanded their Attention. 
They have without any Remorfe carried this Affair thro’ 

both H -s. It now Hands before HIM, who if he 

fbould refufe to pafs it, would deferve the Highelt Praife, 

aryl 
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and if not, the JbtaUeft'Bhxas .— For if Liberty is de¬ 
fatted and expofed by its proper Parents , who can 
expert it will be nurs’d in the Lap of Prerogative ?— Be 
the Event as it will, may Pofterity know, that the Sons 
of New-England were not all alleep : That when pr..v,.te 
Interefts, imftaken Views, Ignorance of the Conffitution, 
and in..q...t...s CompaCfe to Greate and difchargc f..l..f..fh 

Obligations, had influenced the Conduct of our A-y, 

there were not wanting thofe, who had the Courage to 
hold the broad Mirrour- of Truth before their pernicious 
Schemes, and reprefent them in their true Light to their 
Conflituents.— Perhaps it may not be long before we are 
plunged into the moft abject Subjection, and the unan- 
fczous Mud of Slavery may fleep over us— we will now 
improve the Liberty which GOD and Nature has, given 
us, and our Conftitution has not thought proper tq 
reftrain. 

It is a great Misfortune that the Promoters of this 
B—11 were Co unacquainted with the Britijb Conftitution, 
and the patriotick Struggles to preferve it from this de- 
ftroying Corroder in 1733. Had they known the Num¬ 
ber and Character of its Oppofers, had they digefted their 
weighty Arguments, had they been animated by their 
Spirit, they would have flifled this M-nJi-r before it was 
capable of doing Mifchief : I cannot but claim the Merit 
of being candid in this Suppofition, for if there were any 
that knew better, and through corrupt Motives counter¬ 
acted"'the Light of their Confciences, they have departed 
from that filial Regard they owe to the Conftitution, 
and proved themfelves Bajtards end not Som. 


No Man in the Exercife of common Senfe, can deny 
that the Extenfion of the E — e A- t will deprive us 
of Part of our Liberty. If it be alledged, that Part of 
pur Liberty is .given up fer the Benefit and Defence cf 
Society, 



Society, yet in all Cafes where that happens, it ought e- 
yidently to appear that this defirable End could not be ob¬ 
tained withoutit; and will any Man be fo hardy as to aflert, 
that this is the Cafe refpedting the prefent A...t ? Will any 
Man think himfelf after the Commencement of this A-t 
as free as he wasbefbre, and will not every one know that 
he might havehadhis Liberty preferved inviolable, and the 
Ends of the Government anfwered another Way. 

Befides this deftroys the exclufive Right that every Man 
has to the innocent Secrets of his Family. For if an Ac¬ 
count of any Part of his innocent Conduit is extorted 
from him, every other Part may with equal Reafon be 
required, and a Political Inquifition fevere as that in 
Catholick Countries may infpect and controul every Step 
of his private Conduit. And if the Exigencies, of the 
State Increafe, and this be the only Way of anfwering 
them, this State Inquifition may be extended, as much 
beyond Decency, as it is at prefent beyond our natural 
Rights. As Dr. Donne in Popes Drefs fays. 

Shortly no Lad Jhdll Chuck., or Lady Vole , 

But fume Excising Courtier will have Tole 

The needlefs Multiplication of Penal Laws, and Offi¬ 
cers to execute them, have been juftly deemed inconfift- 
ent with Liberty: When thefe are calculated to fupport 
a Scheme which evidently deftroys fome of bur Priviledges, 
Occafions of Sedition and Contention will not be want¬ 
ing ; to fupprefs thefe a Military Force will be neccfiary ; 
as this will fharpen the Spirit of Oppofition, that Mili¬ 
tary Force .muft be establish’d j and when that is the 
Cafe we muft expedt to take an Eternal Farcwelof Liberty . 
---The Places that arife .from this B—- 11 , may be in the 
jDifpofal of an H— devoted to a C—t Intereft, or may 

P '”' the Complaifance of fuch an H—be refigned to the 
ifpof.il of the C—r.Thereis a difpenftng Power with 
refped 



Tefpect to the Adminiftration of this Oath. This may 
fell under the Direction of thofe who want to make 
themfelves abfdute , and well know how to make this 
conducive to that End. Thofe who are fo complaifant 
as to fall in with their Meafures, efpecially in the Choice 
of Reprefentatives, will meet with all poffible Encourage¬ 
ment, and thofe who are fo obftinate as to love and affiftt 
their Remaining Liberties, muft be learnt by a fevere 
Conduct, to accommodate themfelves to all the Schemes 
of arbitrary Power. 

Thus all the various Tendencies and Confequences of 
this A— lead to, and terminate in the Deftrudtion of a 
free ConfHtution, and the Support of Arbitrary Power. 
I have heard it alledg’d in order to reconcile this B --1 
to a New-England Tafte, that there will not be fuch an 
Invafion of our Liberties as fome uneafy People imagine— 
that the Officers of the Ex—fe are not to be invefted 
with the Power of Vifttation , and all tire Authority they 
are to have, is to demand an Account upon Oath : But 
will any one prefume to fay, that this will be no Dimi¬ 
nution of our Liberties, if it be an effential Part of our 
Conftitution, that no Man is held to convict himfelf in any 
Affair whereof he is accus’d ? And whoever will under¬ 
take to prove, that a Man can confiftent with the Con- 
flkution, be obliged to clear himfelf of an innocent ARion 
by Oath, or forfeit an heavy Penalty, may a fortiori 
prove, that this Practice is defenfible in Criminal Cafes : 
If the Argument for purging by Oath in one Cafe, is 
founded upon the Advantage the Publick will receive by 
Imwing the Truth , the very fame Argument will hold 
ftror-ger in Criminal Cafes: If it be faid, that to make 
that a Tell in Criminal Cafes, would be laying a Temp¬ 
tation before Men to perjure themfelves, the very fame 
Reafon holds good in this Cafe ; and fuch Evafions will 
take Place here among Perfons who are ill principled, as 
will partake largely of the Guilt ef Perjury, and fruftrate 



the Views of the Gov—rn—t too.-—If itbe alledge.dtba* 
fuch Oaths are warranted by various Precedents, I anfwer 
that in almoft all Cafes where that happens, it is juftly 
complained of as an Infringement on the Conftitution,—■ 
that they generally refpeCt Things that are Criminal in 
themfelves, and the Ends propofed to be anfwered by them,. 

Cannot be anfwer’d another Way : -Will any Man that 

has loft one of his Arms, be perfwaded from that very Crn- 
f deration to part with the other, or will he not be the 
more defirous to preferve it ?—Befides may not our Su¬ 
periors take Occafton from our Readinefs to adopt this un- 
conflitutionalTefl , to put us upon Oath with Regard to all 
we eat, drink, or wear, and extend that to our own Ma¬ 
nufactures, under Pretence of. promoting the Manufactures 
of Great-Britain, and what a Train of Mifchiefs would 
that bring with it to the whole Community ! 

No one can flatter themfelves that the whole Commu¬ 
nity will be brought. upon an equal Footing in the Pay- 
' ment of this Exc—fe by Means of the Oath. When a 
Search is eftablifh’d, (which occafion’d fuch a Clamour in 
1733,) All are equally expofed to it; But in this Cafe 
it can be only the honeft and confcientious Man, for when 
an Oath is adminiftred to one of this Character nothing 
can be conceal’d; confequently fuch a one will pay his 
full Proportion to the fupport of the State, while the Man 
who fears not an Oath will pay nothing at all,—and the 
Officer has no other Way to come at him. 

As Oaths are fo awful and facred, and the Welfare 
of Society fo much depends on. cultivating a religious Re¬ 
verence for them, they ought not to be too frequently 
us’d, nor adopted into every trifling Concern. — They 
ought to be both given and taken with the utmoft Deli¬ 
beration, Serioufnefs and Caution,-their Nature and fa¬ 

cred Obligations fhould be explained to the Ignorant, and 
enforc’d on the Carelefs and Vicious: But by this A-t 




they will be made as common as- Street Swearings— 
are to be adminiftred by Colleft’ors and Deputy Collectors 
of Ex—fe, and none under this odious Oeco'mmy (it is pre- 
■ limed) will undertake fuch a Jobb, but Men of the moft 
contemptible arid abandoned Characters.—How Shocking 
will it be to have an-Oath adminiftred by one of thefej- 
who has perhaps juft taken the tremendous Name of 
God in vain in common Converfarion, who will admi- 
nifter it in a hurry with Carelefsnefs and Levity, and to 
many without affording them proper Time for Recol- 

leOioH.-How will this tend to eradicate the Fear of 

Gsd, and a ferious Senfe of Religion fr6m Men’s Minds, 
and proportionably weaken the Obligations to all the Du¬ 
ties of Society-How will that Reverence of an Oath 

properly adminiftred in. a Court of Judicature be leffened. 
by the inconfiderate and indecent Manner in which it will 
be impos’d in this Cafe. And when once this moft facred 
Band of Society is broken, what horrid Confequences will 
follow ? Look over into our Mother Country for Exam¬ 
ples of this kind !-the frequency of Swearing upon tri¬ 

fling Occafions, and the light indifferent Manner of giving 
an Oath has fo greatly abated that Awe and Solemnity 
which formerly attended it, that Perjury is become com¬ 
mon, and Evidences may for a Trifle be procur’d to fwear 
away both Property and Life: For which Reafons a 
Concurrence of Circumftances in Courts of Judicature, 
hath beenfometimes more depended upon in Cafes of Life 
and Death, than multiplied Oaths. 

’Tis very poflible that Religion may have been out of 
the Queftion, with fome of the warm St-ckl--rs for 
this B.. 11 , but how can it be eftem’d equal, ? It is indeed 
the pretended Equality of the B ...11 which has drawn 
in many of the Ids difeemingto countenance it—AH the 
Poor, fay they, purchafe only Rum, and that in fmall 
Quantities ; they pay an Exc—fe of 2/6 per Gallon, 
while the richer Part purchafe in large Quantities, 
and 
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and ?o get flear of that Burthen,-—But allowing this'to 
•be the Cafe,-is not the Mainer of their living confidered 
■by the MefforSj, as an Evidence of their Circumftances, 
-and are they: not Tax’d the mofe upon 5 this Pre- 
fumption. -— Moreover Wine, the Liquor mofi in 
Vogue in the trading Towns, has fo large ah Imjbbft laid 
upon it, that allowing 3 Gallons of (Vine is as foon con- 
fumed as'a Gallon of Ruth; if amounts to milch 1 more 
than the Exc—fe upon Ruin; it fliould alfo beconfldered 
thatPerfons ini Trade are by the Nature of their' Bufinefs 
obliged to entertain more Company, and live in a lefs 
frugal Manner than thofe of the fame Circumftances not 
in Trade,' confequenfiy the Impojl Duty upon the Wine 
they expend, more than makes up for the Wejl-lndia 
Rum they purchafe free of Exc~-fe> which alfo is fub- 
jedt to an Impojl , and is not bought by the poorer Sort, 
who prefer our own Manufadture— And although Wine 
be efteem’d by fome an Article of Luxury, it fhould be 
obferv’d, that our Wine is chiefly purchas’d with our 
Lumber and Fiih, and with a fort of the latter which 
does not anfwer fo well at other Markets. But even 
allowing the Ex..,fe as it has been hitherto laid, to be 
fomething unequal, the Method, propos’d to remedy this 
will be far worfe to you my Country Brethren , than the 
Evil complained of..... Itftrikes at our Conftitutiori..... It 
will affedl our Morals...... And when once from a Pre¬ 
text of eafing the Poor by this Impofidon on the Rich, 
the popular Voice fliould be for it, a Precedent will 
be then made for Excifmg any other Articles ofourCon- 
fumption .... And if this fevefe and dangerous Method is 
thought neceflary to be taken in order to raife Money to 
defray the Charge of eredling a /W on our Frontiers — 
What will be the Confequence of our being involved in 
an Indian War ?--- What the Confequence to a People 
who has fu'ch an extent of Frontiers to defend as we 
have ?— 


This 
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This is only the beginning of Sorrows—-Your Win¬ 
dows it has been already propos’d to Tax.-—Your Cy¬ 
der, your Sugar , yo.ur Candles and Soap, your MohJfeS^ 
even your (mail Beer muft.be Excis’d anon, wh en the reft- 
lefs Politicks of your French Neighbours create a.Neceffity 
for more Armaments. 


You may perhaps think your fuperior Intereft in the 
Houfe will fecure you, as long as any Trade is left tp 
be Tax’d ; but when Trade dies, when Merchants and- 
Tradefinen leave you, and there are hardly Commodities 
or People left in our Maritime Towns to. pay Exc—fe , 
you mufthave all thefe Burdens fhifted and. doubled upon 
you, and what is woife, be put to it to raife Money out 
of your Produce to anfwer thefe preffing Demands. Many 
a Country has grown rich and affluent by Trade alone, 
no Country without it—’'Tis as eafy to, lofe Trade, a$ to 
lofe Reputation, and ’tis equally hard to. recover either; 

However tender we wifh you to be of the.Interefts of 
Trade , we need no other Arguments to difluade you from 
confenting to this B— 11 , than thofe that arife from your 
known Love to our happy Conftitution. 

Some of your Rep—fen....fives have argued for it,, 
from this Principle, that the Town of Bojlon would be 
greatly eas’d by it, by the large Revenues that it would 

draw from the Couniry.Though that were 

to be the certain Effect of it, yea though we were 
freed thereby from all our Taxes, I hope no 
cne would defire to purchafe that Benefit, great 
as it is, with the Lofs of the Conftitution. It is not the 
fear of an heavier Tax, it is not the hopes of any Abate- 
m-n: that occafions the prcfgnt Ferment : It is not the 
defite of being excus’d from a rcafonable Share in the Ex- 
pep.ccs of this chargeable Expedition. Were Religion 
and Libeity at Stake, I doubt not there is Virtue enough 




left in the , Citizens of Bofipn to facrifice' their Fortunes, 
in the Defence and Eftablifhment of either. 

The Pulfe of Liberty at this critical Conjuncture 
beats high in all Ranks': Thofe,whofeCircumftances never 
allow’d, thofe, whofe Inclinations never prompted them 
to drink either Wine or Rum have for the pure Love of 
Liberty, joined the general Voice, and with one Content, 
endeavour’d to Chafe the deformed back to theDen 
of Arbitrary Power , the Place ; of his Nativity. May it 
never iflue out of its hateful Retreat, without finding a 
Victorious Enemy, in the Friend pf Liberty. 

This Scheme my dear Brethren is an Entering Wedge 
into the Gonftitution: Xhefirft Year will be, remarkable 
for the Lenity of the Officers who colled the Exc...fe t 
for all the Severities of it cannot be infliCted at once; by 
this Lenity we (hall be learnt Security : This ; will no$ 

anfwer the Ends of the Government.The expeCted 

Revenues will fall fhorty..... To make them good, ftriCter 
Officers will be appointed,;.;... more Articles will be Ex¬ 
cis’d, .Security and Severity will go hand in hand. 

Arbitrary Power will tread clofe on their Steps, Exc...fes 
will become a Part of our Conftitution, and like an in¬ 
veterate Canker grow into it, and devour its Vitals. Per¬ 
haps you that are Poor, may think to obtain Relief by 
it, but this will be only partial and temporary...Liberty, 
the only Thing that can confole a Man under the Wants 
of Life, the only alleviating Circumftance of Poverty, will 
be put far away from you : And if through honeft- In- 
duftry you fhould emerge into competent or affluent 
Circumftances, you muft go through all the Fatigue, 
Self-Denial and Patience, requifite thereto.... for what ? 

Why for a Pofterity of Slaves....... If . we fhould . be fa 

Patient as to Confent to try this Scheme, and; find thefe 
Evils grow out of it,, it may not be eafy to difchargeour 
felvesfrom it; Power and Revenues are fweet,..... Thofe 

" that 
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that have Artifice enough to keep People Quiet under the 
firft Eftablifliment of bo*, have generally Addrefs enough 
to perpetuate them. 

Their Succeflors enter into their Advantages, and 
look uponthemfelves under finall Obligations to remove 

an Evil, which they have not Eftablilh’d.Pretences are 

found to continue it,.....Prodigality arifes from thefe ample 
Means,...That grows into an heavy Debt, and a perpetual 

Reafbn for maintaining thefe Oppreflions.The Spirit 

of the People will fink under the Preflure of an Evil, 
which is doubly aggravated by the Reflection, that they 
once had it in their Power to have hinder’d it: Murmur- 
ings. Broils and Tumults will excite new Severities, and 
they in their Turn new Troubles : Fadtion, Confufion, 
and Evil Work will fadden every Heart, and lour on 
every Face, and Defolation, War and Blood, muff reftore 
the Conftitution, or fix the miferable Subjects . of it in 
irretrievable Slavery. ....... 

This my Brethren is the faithful Portrait of thefe Mif- 
chiefs which this may produce, perhaps by flow, 

but certain Gradations.Shall we not then all awake- 

and aflert our Alliance and Affedtion to one of the bed 
and freed Conditutions of Liberty ? It is our Security, 
let us preferveit; It is our Happinefs, let us rejoice in it; 
It is the Gift of Heaven, let us not defpife it ! Without 
it, all the Charms of Life, Wither and Languilh ; the 
Riches of Nature, the Productions of Art, the Improve¬ 
ment of Commerce, and the Efforts of Genius, are crampt 
in their Operations, and languid in their Effects i Would 
we act up to the Light of pad Ages ? Would we tranfmit 
the facred Flame to Pofterity ? Do we covet prefent Ad¬ 
vantage ? Do we Pant after Applaufe upon the Theatre 
of Nature ? Let us diftinguifh ourfelves in the fupport 
of that Liberty which is now w..-.nded in theHoufe 
,&f its Friends. 
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Who then that relifties the fweets of our happyCon- 
dilution can forbear crying out in the fulncfs of his Heart,' 
...May no Weapon form’d againft thee ever Profper. Blef- 
fed be he that blefleth thee, and Curfed be he that Curfeth 

thee.Whoever with an upright Heart fupporteth thee 

againft the Ravages of lawlefs Power, and the Arts of 
defigning Men, is a Friend to the beft Interefts of his 
Country, a Friend to Mankind, a Friend to the Univerfal 

Chorus of Rational Beings.And he fhall hereafter 

BE CALLED THE FRIEND OF GOD. 


SUPPLEMENT. 


S INCE the above was put into the Prefs, we have 
been favour'd with his E,...len....y’s Speech to both 
H...f...s upon this Affair. It is impofiible to exprefs 
the Joy which it has diffus’d..... The People were not 
indeed fo impious as to fhout upon this Occafion, It 
is the Voice of a God and not of a Man ; but we may 
furely fay confident with Decency and Religion, that this 
Speech of our G....v....r was heard,' like the Voice of a 
kind Meffenger from Heaven, Do yourselves no 
Harm. He has fav’d us from ourfelves...He has ftept in 
between the Conftitution, and ourmiftaken R..p..f..n..'.v..s. 

.He has preferv’d Liberty from the cruel St....bs of 

thofe that call themfelves Free-men, And if he has not 
as yet wholly broken, he has at leaft hung up for a while 
thofe Ch....ns which the G...rd...ns of our Liberty had 
f....rg’d for us, and which they impatiently demanded to 

have immediately f...ft....n’d ’ upon us.It now lies with 

you the Freemen of tifis Province to fay, whether you 
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will wear thefe Sh...ckl...s, or reje£t them with that Dif- 
dain which becomes every Mem born under the Britijh. 
Conftitution, and who has ever tailed the'Sweets of 

Liberty.Some of thofe who are chofen to aft for you 

in the G .....1 A.....y, may be dilhoneft, perhaps fome are 

Ignorant, and furely none are Infallible.This Sch...me 

of theirs is.fetal: All wife and unprejudic’d Perfons fee 

it.The G...v...m...r fees it, and is generoufly willing to 

to prevent it. He cannot believe that you will Concur 
with your R....pr....v....s upon this Occafton.He Ap¬ 

peals from them to you, nor will he pafs an A£t that 
will deprive you of a valuable Branch of your Liberty, 
unlefe you will fey yourfelves that you defpife your Birth- 
right-,, and injijl upon having it taken from you. 

I am afraid, my dear Countrymen that your Votes will be 
called for upon this Occalion fuddenly, and before .you 
can be well appriz’d of the Nature and Confequences of it. 

I am afraid that it will be reprefented to you, that 
all that is feid againft this extraordinary is only the. 

Clamour of Selfifh and faftious Men.It is the Intereft 

of feme People to make you believe fo, and therefore they 
will take Pain; for this .... But I cannot have fo mean an 
Opinion of the Underftandings of New-England Men, 
who are equal in natural good Senfe to any People under 

Heaven, as to imagine they will be fo impos’d upon. 

Would the G...v...n...r patronize the Capfe of interefted 
and factious Men, when his Regard to Truth and'Juftice 
is lb conlpicuous ? Would the common Father 
of the Country Iiften to the Complaints of one Town in 
an Affair of fuch general Concern, if he did not think 
they would be feconded by the Voice of the whole Pro¬ 
vince ? Would he ever oppofe the other Branches of the 
L.—g....Jl....ture with whom it is always his Inclination 
and Intereft to cultivate Harmony, if he thought they 
ackd in a Manner agreeable to the Conftitution, and the 
true Intereft cf the People r Is there a Mr,ft to be found 
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among us more thoroughly acquainted with the Englifh 
Conftitution then he who now fills the Chair ? more 
vers’d in our Laws and Guftoms; more capable of prying 
into the diftant Confequences of Things, or more ready 
to employ his great Talents for the publick Good ? and can 
we believe that a Gentleman plac’d fo high, and able to 
fee fo far around him, may be deceiv’d and impos’d upon 
by fenfelefs Arguments, and empty Clamour'? To fuggeft 
it is ridiculous: And yet this is the Gentleman that tells 
you, and fpeaks fo loud that the whole Province may 

hear.He tells you I fay in fo many Words. That 

the Method of raifmg Money propos’d in this A---//, is .not 
only of an extraordinary Kind, 'but altogether unprecedented 
in the Englijh Government : and that he Jhoidd ill dijcharge 
the Trujl-repofed in him-by his Majefy, if he Jhould join 
in impoftng a Burden upon the People which would be In¬ 
consistent with the Natural Rights of 
EVERY -PRIVATE FAMILY IN THE COMMUNITY. 
He tells you likewife that this is imconjlitutional, ' 

and contrary to all true Policy j and' informs you of the 
extraordinary Manner in which it was received,, after be¬ 
ing nenconcurr’d by the C..un..l. 

Is there then a Freeman in the Provinceihit can now 
be at a Lofs'what Part to a& in this important Affair ? 
Is there a' New England Man that is weary of his Privi- 
ledges' ?" If this, is not the Cafe, and God forbid it ever 
fhould be, we fhall unite to a Man in inftfuding our 
R..pr.ves tenderly to, cherifh LIBERTY and PRO¬ 

PERTY, and defend us from fo grievous an EXCISE. 
When this is done. 

Awake ye. Bards the fprightly Lyrick, 

Now Hey for Praife and Panegyrick, 

The M...njl...r Slain, the People freed. 

And Wreaths round Shirley’s glorious Head, 


FINIS. 



Now in the Prefs , 

and will be publifti’d with all Speed. ; 

The Monger of Monfters 5 

A true and faithful Narra¬ 
tive of amoft remarkable Phe¬ 
nomenon, which lately made its! 
Appearance in this Metropolis , 
to the Surprize and Terror of 
all his Majefty’s good Sub¬ 
jects, Dedicated to all the Pir- 
tuofi of New-England. 




